LESSON PLAN

Developing a Student Learning Log
KEY CONCEPT:
A Learning Log is a type of journal that encourages students to be in control of their own learning and to promote critical thinking through writing.  Students make an entry into a Learning Log identifying knowledge of the subject prior to the lesson, expectations from the lesson, new learning, and the importance or application of learning.

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES: 
- Students will compile facts from multiple resources and adapt lesson information to identify their own career path requirements.
- Students will interpret, organize, and evaluate facts to plan their own career path including educational, experiential and legal requirements of their designated industry and submit a written plan for creation of their own career Portfolio.
CTE TECHNICAL STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Finance and Business Pathway

C2.0 Students understand the impact of federal, state, and local regulations on financial management decisions.
ACADEMIC SKILLS REINFORCED: CAHSEE Language Arts - Writing
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium.

MATERIALS: 

Learning Logs student handout
One sheet 8-1/2 x 11 lined paper

Black pen

MOTIVATION/OPENER: 

Ask several students to come to the white board and write their desired job title and the annual income they expect to earn.  Ask students if they have a list of exactly what they need to do to achieve that income.  Present an example of a famous person whom they perceive as successful who has succeeded by identifying early on in their career what they wanted to do and pursued the requirements to achieve it.  
PRESENTATION: (Teacher Activities)

Distribute the student handout.  Discuss the process to be completed at the end of each classroom lesson.  Students will identify points learned and submit written documentation of application to their own chosen career field.
APPLICATION: (Student Activities)

Students write their Learning Log entry using the parameters designated in the student handout.
ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION: 

Learning Log entry submitted in writing by students which are complete will include responses to the headings:
· Begin

· Write

· Express

· Key Point

Writing will include specific requirements as outlined in each heading, with no parts missing, to earn 10 points full credit.
5 points credit for one missing point

1 point credit for two missing points

0 credit for more than two missing points

CLOSURE:

Ask students to volunteer to orally present their Learning Log to the class.
Learning Logs

KEY CONCEPT: A learning log is a type of journal that encourages you to be in control of your own learning and to promote critical thinking through writing.
It is a place to capture your thoughts, ideas, and goals and assess what you know.  You are free to express your truest desires, unedited, and write what you honestly think.  
WHAT TO DO:  At the end of each lesson make an entry into your Learning Log.  
BEGIN with the date you are making the entry (type date in the upper right corner of the page.)  On the first line title the page “Today I learned (type in the subject taught today)”
WRITE learned points in bulleted or numbered format, however, when explaining why or how, use complete sentences in paragraphs.  Write:


· what you thought you knew about the subject prior to this lesson, 

· what you wanted to get from the lesson, 

· what you discovered or learned from the lesson,

· why it is necessary to have the information in this lesson (why its important).

EXPRESS in your own words how you will use this information now, or in the future.  How can it benefit you?  With whom will you share what you’ve learned?  Why share it?  How may it benefit others?
IDENTIFY ONE KEY POINT by writing down A MAIN POINT, on a separate line, which made an impression upon you.  BE SPECIFIC and title this line “AHA”, or “Key Point”.  It can be anything that you feel was an “AHA!”, “LIGHTBULB WENT ON” moment and it may be a point you mentioned earlier in your write-up.
WRAP-UP:  Once you have completed your Learning Log entry, place the log in your classroom folder.  These pages will become a part of your Personal Portfolio, your own record of achievement.  It is your professional foundation for success in the career and life of your choosing.

